
STANDARD FIREFIGHTING ORDERS 
1. Keep informed on fire weather conditions and forecasts. 
2. Know what your fire is doing at all times. 
3. Base all actions on current and expected behavior of the fire. 
4. Identify escape routes and safety zones, and make them 

known. 
5. Post lookouts when there is possible danger. 
6. Be alert.  Keep calm.  Think clearly.  Act decisively. 
7. Maintain prompt communications with your forces, your 

supervisor and adjoining forces. 
8. Give clear instructions and be sure they are understood. 
9. Maintain control of your forces at all times. 
10. Fight fire aggressively, having provided for safety first. 

 

 

COMMON DENOMINATORS OF FIRE BEHAVIOR  
ON TRAGEDY FIRES 

There are four major common denominators of fire behavior on 
fatal and near-fatal fires.  Such fires often occur: 

1. On relatively small fires or deceptively quiet areas of large 
fires. 

2. In relatively light fuels, such as grass, herbs, and light brush. 
3. With unexpected shifts in wind direction or wind speed. 
4. When fire responds to topographic conditions and runs uphill. 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


